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[1] The Tact Maxim: 
Minimize cost to the 
speaker;
Maximize benefit to the 
hearer;
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[1] The Tact Maxim: 
Minimize cost to the 
speaker;
Maximize benefit to the 
hearer;

[2] The Generosity 
Maxim:

Minimize benefit to self; 
(benefit to the S)

Maximize cost to self;
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[1] The Tact Maxim: 
Minimize cost to the 
speaker;
Maximize benefit to the 
hearer;

[3] The Approbation/Praise 
Maxim
(it is oriented toward the H):

- Minimize dispraise of the H;

- Maximize praise of the H;

[2] The Generosity 
Maxim:

Minimize benefit to self; 
(benefit to the S)

Maximize cost to self;
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6 Geoffrey N. Leech politeness maxims
[1] The Tact Maxim: 
Minimize cost to the 
speaker;
Maximize benefit to the 
hearer;

[3] The Approbation/Praise 
Maxim
(it is oriented toward the H):

- Minimize dispraise of the H;

- Maximize praise of the H;

[2] The Generosity 
Maxim:

Minimize benefit to self; 
(benefit to the S)

Maximize cost to self;

[4] The Modesty Maxim:

-Minimize praise of self (S);

-Maximize dispraise of self (S)
;

Prof. Andrei A. Bogatyrev



6 Geoffrey N. Leech politeness maxims

01

02

03

06

05

04

01

02

03

0202

04

0505

[4] The Modesty Maxim:

-Minimize praise of self (S);

-Maximize dispraise of self (S)
;

[5]  The Agreement Maxim:

- Minimize disagreement 
with the H;

- Maximize agreement with 
the H;

[1] The Tact Maxim: 
Minimize cost to the 
speaker;
Maximize benefit to the 
hearer;

[3] The Approbation/Praise 
Maxim
(it is oriented toward the H):

- Minimize dispraise of the H;

- Maximize praise of the H;

[2] The Generosity 
Maxim:

Minimize benefit to self; 
(benefit to the S)

Maximize cost to self;
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[1] The Tact Maxim: 
Minimize cost to the 
speaker;
Maximize benefit to the 
hearer;

[3] The Approbation/Praise 
Maxim
(it is oriented toward the H):

- Minimize dispraise of the H;

- Maximize praise of the H;

[2] The Generosity 
Maxim:

Minimize benefit to self; 
(benefit to the S)

Maximize cost to self;

[6] The Sympathy Maxim:

Minimize antipathy towards the H;

Maximize sympathy towards the H.

[4] The Modesty Maxim:

-Minimize praise of self (S);

-Maximize dispraise of self (S)
;

[5]  The Agreement Maxim:

- Minimize disagreement 
with the H;

- Maximize agreement with 
the H;
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Thank you!

Prof. Andrei A. Bogatyrev


